Message

From: Buchholz, Ken [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3A2B30F60053424A99305979CCE42A74-BUCHHOLZ, KEN]
Sent: 2/16/2021 5:05:10 PM

To: Law, Preston [law.preston@epa.gov]; Mclarty, Cody [MclLarty.Cody@epa.gov]; kellerman.daniel@epa.gov;
gunter.jason@epa.gov

Subject: FW: EOC Spot Report: Region 7, AltEn Ethanol Plant Release Assessment, Update #1

Cody/Preston,

I have a response coordination call with ORC, LSASD, ECAD and NDEE (helping Danny get the hang of coordinating
weekend responses); so, | will be late to Big River meeting. Please start without me.

Thanks

Ken

From: Eoc, Epahqg <Eoc.Epahg@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 10:44 AM

To: Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>

Subject: EOC Spot Report: Region 7, AltEn Ethanol Plant Release Assessment, Update #1

This report is being sent as a bcc to prevent accidental Reply to All messages.

UNCLASSIFIED/FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

EOC Spot Report: Region 7, AltEn Ethanol Plant Release

Assessment, Update #1
MEAD, NE, NRC#1297838

US Environmental Protection Agency
Report Date: 2/13/2021
Last edited 2/16/2021 11:23 AM UTC

Overview: The Nebraska Department of Energy and Environment (NDEE) has requested assistance
in responding to a release of materials from the AltEn ethanol facility storage tanks in Mead, NE.
Material has reached drainageways from the site and migrated beyond facility property. The site had
recently been ordered by NDEE to cease operations while regulatory compliance issues were being
evaluated and addressed. Potential for involvement of listed hazardous substances is high due to the
ethanol feed stock being seed grains treated with various pesticides, herbicides and/or

fungicides. Previous sampling of waste by NDEE has identified elevated levels of various seed
treatment compounds. The responsible party has been attempting to secure and contain the release.
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Two locations off site were surveyed for release - Observation Points A and B. Facility personnel are
blocking off the culvert at Observation Point B and will use this as their collection point for recovering
material released from the facility. The material collected will be placed in each of 3 lagoons on the
facility property. The facility has obtained an emergency exemption enabling them to reduce their
freeboard to 18 inches in the lagoons, giving them approximately 7.2 million gallons of additional
storage volume. The facility has committed to provide a written cleanup plan by Friday, 2/19/2021.

State, Local and other Federal Agency Actions: NDEE has deployed staff to the scene to
investigate the situation.

EPA Actions: A Region 7 OSC and START contractor deployed to the site on Saturday, February 13
and will assist with assessment of the release and determination of appropriate follow up response
activities. The OSC and START returned to the site on 2/14/2021 to identify the extent of the
release’s flow from the facility. Samples were collected at Observation Points A and B. 22 liquid and 2
solid/sludge samples from 6 sample locations were collected along the flow path from the leaking
tank to just past the end of the flow path at Observation Point B.

Media Interest: Medium

Media Links:

Local media interest is high.
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The EPA will continue to monitor and provide updates as needed
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Ellen Treimel, Senior Watch Officer

U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Headquarters Emergency Operations Center
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, DC 20460

202-564-3850

eos.epahq@ena.gov
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